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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT LOPEZ 

1 . MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT LOPEZ, DR. BOURNE, AND MS. FALCO 
WAS CORDIAL AND BROUGHT ASSURANCES ON BOTH SIDES OF INCREASED 
COOPERATION IN JOINT NARCOTICS CONTROL EFFORTS. PRESIDENT 
LOPEZ RESPONDED VERY POSITIVELY TO THE OVERALL SUGGESTION OF 
ENHANCED COOPERATION AT A HIGHER AND SUSTAINED LEVEL ON THE 
NARCOTICS ISSUE. 

2. PRESIDENT LOPEZ EXPRESSED HIS THANKS FOR PERSONAL LETTER 
FROM PRESIDENT CARTER, WHICH HE READ IMMEDIATELY. HE THEN 
RAISED PROBLEM OF DELAYS IN IMPLEMENTING EARLIER PHASES OF 
NARCOTICS CONTROL PROGRAM, SPECIFICALLY CITING FAILURE TO 
CONCLUDE HELICOPTER CONTRACT, BUT RECOGNIZING THAT BOTH 
SIDES WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR RAISING OBSTACLES. HE ALSO NOTED 
THAT COLOMBIAN BECAUSE OF ITS RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS CANNOT 
MOVE AS EASILY AS MILITARY DICTATORSHIPS AGAINST NARCOTICS 
PROBLEMS. 

3. DR. BOURNE STRESSED THE INTERDEPENDENT NATURE OF THE 
DRUG PROBLEM. HE AND MS. FALCO PROPOSED CREATION OF HIGH- 
LEVEL JOINT COMMISSION TO COORDINATE DRUG CONTROL EFFORTS 
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AND TO EXCHANGE INTELLIGENCE. PRESIDENT LOPEZ SAID HE WOULD 
INSTRUCT FOREIGN MINISTER LIEVANO WHO WILL BE IN NEW YORK AT 
LAW OF SEAS CONFERENCE MEET WITH SECRETARY VANCE IN WASHINGTON 
TO DISCUSS COMPOSITION OF SUCH A COMMISSION. LOPEZ SUB- 
SEQUENTLY SAID HE THOUGHT THAT THE LEAD AT THE WORKING LEVEL 
WOULD BE TAKEN BY AMBASSADOR BARCO WHO WOULD WORK WITH 
OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON IN ESTABLISHING THE OVERALL COMPOSITION 
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OF THE COMMISSION. HE ALSO SAID THAT HE WOULD CONSIDER 
APPOINTING A LEGAL ATTACHE SPECIFICALLY FOR LIAISON IN 
NARCOTICS. PERHAPS MEETING OF FOREIGN MINISTER LIEVANO, 

VANCE. BARCO, BOURNE AND FALCO COULD BE ARRANGED SECOND WEEK 
OF JULY. 

4. DR. BOURNE THEN RAISED CORRUPTION ISSUE, EXPLAINING 
PRESIDENT CARTER HAS LIST OF COLOMBIAN OFFICIALS INVOLVED, AND 
THAT HE WOULD PROVIDE INFORMATION FOR LOPEZ IF LATTER DESIRED. 
LOPEZ INTERRUPTED WITH STRONG EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN 

BEING INFORMED. BOURNE CONTINUED THAT INFORMATION WAS HIGHLY 
SENSITIVE AND VARIED IN QUALITY BUT THAT A PRIVATE BRIEFING 
FOR LOPEZ COULD BE GIVEN BY REPRESENTATIVES OF INTELLIGENCE 
COMMUNITY SO THAT LOPEZ COULD PERSONALLY EVALUATE THE 
INFORMATION. LOPEZ RESPONDED THAT COLOMBIAN INTELLIGENCE 
INDICATED ONLY LOW LEVEL OFFICIAL INVOLVEMENT, AND THAT 
THEIR OWN INTELLIGENCE GATHERING CAPABILITY WAS WEAK BUT 
THAT IN SOME COMMUNITIES, SUCH AS SANTA MARTA, THE WHOLE 
COMMUNITY WAS INVOLVED. AT CONCLUSION OF MEETING LOPEZ 
ASKED SPECIFICALLY HOW INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING WOULD BE 
ARRANGED. IT WAS AGREED THAT ARRANGEMENTS WOULD BE MADE 
THROUGH WASHINGTON AND THE APPOINTMENT WITH LOPEZ WOULD 
THEN BE COORDINATED THRUGH CHARGE HERE. 

5. LOPEZ RAISED PROBLEM OF PROSECUTING TRAFFICKERS WHO 
ARE CITIZENS OF THE OTHER COUNTRY INVOLVED, SAYING THAT 
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EXPULSION FROM COUNTRY WITHOUT PROSECUTION WAS NO SOLUTION, 
AND ASKED IF THERE WAS POSSIBILITY OF PROSECUTION IN HOME 
COUNTRY WHERE ACTUAL OFFENSE HAD NOT BEEN COMMITTED. BOURNE 
AND FACO CITED POSSIBILITY OF INDICTMENTS UNDER U.S. 

CONSPIRACY LAWS AND AGREED TO EXPLORE LEGAL PROBLEMS INVOLVED. 

6. DETAILED MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION WILL FOLLOW. 

DREXLER 
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